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ANOTHER TRXJT SPECIES TCI COME OFF END.A!XERED LIST ---- 

Federal and State restoration efforts have been so successful that 
another species of trout--the greenback cutthroat--may come off the 
endangered list, a move which could eventually allow the resumption of 
l.imited sport fishing of the species, Keith El. Schreiner, Associate Di;“e;:t~~:. 
of the Interior Department’s U.S. Fish and Wi.ldlife Service, announcec? t.-~&~~ ,, 

“The species was originally listed as endangered in 1969 because of 
threats from hybridization with introduced species of trout ant? deteri,;rs.- 
tion of its habitat,” Schreiner said. “Today biological data indicate 
that the species is no longer i.n danger of extinction throughout all ,:r 5. 
portion of its range. Greenback cutthroat trout populati.ons now have 3,ac7 II,<-,, 
located or introduced in a number of waters within its former range in the. 
headwaters of the South Platte and Arkansas River drainages, and efforts. *:o 
eliminate introduced trout species in selected areas which could hybridize 
with the greenback cutthroat are succeeding.” 

The decline of the species proceeded very quickly in the early part 
of the cent..xy due to hybridization and degradation of habi::at from minin;, 
logging, grazing, and irrigation projects. Much of the rens.ini.ng populate,& 
and habitat are on nub1i.o lands which appear to ho safe from depradatir~~. 
Efforts are also untierway to breed the species at hatchsries andi re=I!xs:! 3 
them to their former ranges. 

Conrments and materials concerning this propcsc? rulcmaking shou:: :,G. 
addressed to the Direc^:or (FWS/OES>, U.S. Fish and ‘$Jildlife Service, 
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. 

X x s 


